
Monday: Severe thunderstorms & tornadoes

Tuesday: Ways to receive severe weather alerts, info about

Statewide Tornado Drill

Wednesday: Staying safe when high winds, hail, and

tornadoes strike

Thursday: Lightning safety

Friday: Flash flood safety

Saturday: Make a plan & encourage others to do the same
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Monday: Severe thunderstorms & tornadoes
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North Carolina experiences about 40 to 50 thunderstorm days per

year. About 10% of thunderstorms are classified as severe (producing

hail at least an inch in diameter, has winds of 58 miles per hour or

stronger, or produces tornadoes). 

Tornadoes are nature's most violent storms. North Carolina averages

28 tornadoes, 2 tornado fatalities, and 33 tornado injuries each year. 

Most tornado-related casualties occur during spring (March-May), with

a peak in April. **A secondary peak pops up in November**

Tornadoes occur most frequently in the late afternoon and early

evening hours; however, many killer tornadoes occur during the

overnight hours.

Source: https://www.weather.gov/media/rah/2021ncswpw/2021_SWPW_Monday.pdf



Tuesday: Ways to receive severe weather alerts
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NOAA Weather Radio (NWR): A nationwide network of radio stations

broadcasting continuous weather information from the nearest

National Weather Service office. 

Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA): Emergency alerts can be sent to

your cell phone or mobile device. Will look like a text message. 

Cell phone apps: Many great cell phone apps that provide real-time

NWS warnings and alerts. 

Emergency Alert System (EAS): The message dissemination pathway

that sends warnings via broadcast, cable, satellite, and wireline

services. 

Source: https://www.weather.gov/media/rah/2021ncswpw/2021_SWPW_Tuesday.pdff



Wednesday: Staying safe when high winds, hail, 

and tornadoes strike
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If you are in a structure such as a residence, small building, school, nursing

home, hospital, factory, shopping center, or high-rise building:

Go to the pre-designated area or lowest building level.

In a high-rise, go to a small interior room or hallway on the lowest floor possible. 

Do not open windows. 

If you are ina manufactured home or office:

Get out immediately and go to a pre-identified location of a sturdy building or a storm

shelter. 

If you are outside with no shelter available:

Immediately get into a vehicle, buckle your seat belt, and drive to the closest sturdy

shelter. If hit by debris, pull over and park, cover your head with your arms and a

blanket, coat, or other cushions if possible. 

Lie in an area noticeably lower than the level of the roadway. 

DO NOT get under an overpass or bridge. 

NEVER try to outrun a tornado in urban or congested areas. 

Source: https://www.weather.gov/media/rah/2021ncswpw/2021_SWPW_Wednesday.pdf



Thursday: Lightning Safety
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Source: https://www.weather.gov/media/rah/2021ncswpw/2021_SWPW_Thursday.pdf

NO PLACE outside is safe when thunderstorms are in the area!

If you hear thunder, lightning is close enough to strike you. 

When you hear thunder, immediately move to a safe shelter. 

If no building is available for shelter, enclosed metal-topped vehicles offer

protection, but make sure the windows are up. 

Stay in your safe shelter for at least 30 minutes after you hear the last sound of

thunder. 

When indoors, stay off corded phones, computers, and other electrical

equipment. Avoid plumbing, including sinks, baths, and faucets. Stay away

from windows and doors, and stay off porches. DO NOT lie on concrete floors

and do not lean against concrete walls. 



Friday: Flash Flood Safety
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Source: https://www.weather.gov/media/rah/2021ncswpw/2021_SWPW_Friday.pdf

If a flash flood warning is issued for your area, move immediately to higher

ground. DO NOT wait for instructions to move. 

DO NOT walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can make

you fall. 

DO NOT DRIVE INTO FLOODED AREAS. If floodwaters rise around your car,

abandon the car and move to a higher ground, when water is not moving or

not more than a few inches deep. You and your vehicle can be swept away

quickly. If the water is rising inside the vehicle, seek refuge on the roof. 

DO NOT disregard or drive around traffic barricades that close off flooded

roadways. 

DO NOT camp or park your vehicle along streams, rivers, or creeks,

particularly during threatening conditions. 



Make A Plan
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Source: https://www.weather.gov/media/rah/2021ncswpw/2021_SWPW_Saturday.pdf

Ensure you and your family know about your surroundings and severe weather risks

specific to your area. 

Have an emergency plan in place.

Stay informed by having multiple sources of weather alerts. 

Exercise the plan with your family and post it where visitors can see it. 

Consider working with others to create networks of neighbors, relatives, friends, and

co-workers who will assist each other in an emergency. 

Identify an appropriate shelter in your home, neighborhood, and community ahead

of time. 

Learn how to strengthen your home and business against severe weather. 

 

Understand your local warning systems and make sure to sign up for CodeRed! 


